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The	Sony	Xperia	Z5	and	Xperia	Z5	Compact	have	just	launched	in	the	US	–	with	the	rest	of	the	World	lucky	enough	to	have	had	their	hands	on	Sony's	latest	flagship	smartphones	for	a	while	now	–	and	one	of	the	headline	features	of	the	devices	is	Remote	Play,	which	lets	you	stream	games	from	your	PlayStation	4	to	your	handset.The	Remote	Play
feature	is	also	available	on	older	Xperia	handsets,	as	well	as	Sony's	range	of	Xperia	tablets.	There	are	also	(completely)	unofficial	apps	that	bring	some	of	the	Remote	Play	functionality	to	non-Sony	smartphones.Remote	Play	is	a	brilliant	feature	for	playing	games	when	your	main	TV	is	being	used	by	someone	else,	and	it	works	really	well.	If	you've	just
got	a	new	Xperia	Z5	and	you	have	a	PlayStation	4,	then	follow	our	guide	to	setting	up	Remote	Play.	Prev	Page	1	of	9	Next	Prev	Page	1	of	9	Next	Although	Remote	Play	is	a	big	selling	point	of	the	Xperia	Z5	–	and	previous	Xperia	devices	–	the	Remote	Play	app	isn't	installed	by	default,	even	though	there	is	a	PlayStation	4	app.So	before	you	begin	using
Remote	Play	you'll	need	to	open	up	the	Google	Play	Store	and	download	Remote	Play	onto	your	device,	and	then	make	sure	that	your	Xperia	and	your	PlayStation	4	are	both	connected	to	the	same	Wi-Fi	network	(or	via	an	Ethernet	cable).	Prev	Page	2	of	9	Next	Prev	Page	2	of	9	Next	On	your	PlayStation	4	go	to	Settings	and	open	up	"Remote	Play
Connection	Settings".	Select	"Add	Device"	and	a	code	will	appear	on	your	TV.On	your	Xperia	open	up	the	Remote	Play	app	and	enter	in	the	code.	This	allows	your	Xperia	device	to	securely	connect	to	your	PlayStation	4.	Prev	Page	3	of	9	Next	Prev	Page	3	of	9	Next	You	should	now	see	your	PlayStation	4	screen	mirrored	on	your	Xperia	device	–	which	is
pretty	neat!	You'll	see	onscreen	buttons	that	are	overlaid	on	the	screen	of	your	Xperia,	allowing	you	to	use	the	device	like	you	would	a	PlayStation	4	controller.With	these	onscreen	buttons	you	can	play	most	PlayStation	games	as	if	you	were	playing	a	standard	game	on	your	smartphone.	All	audio	will	also	play	from	your	Xperia	device.	Prev	Page	4	of	9
Next	Prev	Page	4	of	9	Next	While	the	onscreen	buttons	work	well,	for	the	best	results	you'll	want	to	use	a	DualShock	4	controller.	Thankfully	you	can	easily	connect	one	to	the	Xperia	Z5	without	having	to	buy	any	additional	cables	or	adapters.To	do	this	make	sure	that	Bluetooth	is	switched	on,	then	open	the	PS4	Remote	Play	app	and	tap	on	"Register".
An	image	of	a	DualShock	4	controller	will	appear,	and	you'll	be	told	to	press	and	hold	the	Share	and	PS	buttons	on	the	controller.	After	a	few	seconds	the	light	bar	on	the	controller	will	blink	white	and	the	controller	should	be	paired.	Prev	Page	5	of	9	Next	Prev	Page	5	of	9	Next	This	feature	is	really	neat.	While	you're	using	the	DualShock	4	controller
connected	to	your	Xperia	device	you'll	see	an	icon	in	the	top-left	hand	corner	of	the	screen	which	shows	you	how	much	battery	power	is	left	in	the	DualShock	4	controller.	Prev	Page	6	of	9	Next	Prev	Page	6	of	9	Next	Sony	has	released	an	official	mount	–	the	Sony	GCM10	Game	Control	Mount	–	which	connects	your	Xperia	device	to	the	DualShock	4
controller.This	makes	using	Remote	Play	even	more	convenient	and	comfortable,	though	it	comes	at	a	price	–	$22.20	(£15.12,	around	AU$31).	Prev	Page	7	of	9	Next	Prev	Page	7	of	9	Next	Generally	Remote	Play	works	brilliantly	when	you're	around	the	house,	but	if	you	stray	into	areas	where	your	Wi-Fi	network	struggles	to	reach,	you'll	quickly	see	a
sharp	drop	in	performance.	If	the	Remote	Play	app	detects	a	weak	signal	it	will	display	an	icon	of	a	PlayStation	4	next	to	an	exclamation	mark.If	you	see	this	icon	then	quickly	move	closer	to	your	wireless	router	to	prevent	losing	your	connection	(followed	swiftly	by	a	"Game	over"	screen	in	most	cases).	Prev	Page	8	of	9	Next	Prev	Page	8	of	9	Next
Using	Remote	Play	on	a	smartphone	or	tablet	not	made	by	Sony	is	possible	–	though	it's	not	officially	supported,	so	the	experience	might	not	be	quite	as	flawless.It's	easier	than	ever	to	get	it	up	and	running,	however,	as	you	no	longer	need	to	root	your	device.	Instead,	go	into	Settings	then	Security	on	your	Android	device	and	scroll	down	to	where	it
says	"Unknown	Sources".Enable	this,	then	head	over	to	the	PS4	Remote	Play	for	Android	thread	on	the	Xda	Developers	forums	to	download	the	APK	file	onto	your	device.	Run	it	and	the	Remote	Play	app	should	install	as	if	you	were	using	an	Xperia.Can	you	spend	a	week	playing	PS4	only	on	a	smartphone?	Prev	Page	9	of	9	Next	Prev	Page	9	of	9	Next
Come	on	-	give	the	Z2	owners	a	little	thrill	Sony	has	confirmed	it's	considering	bringing	PS4	to	other	smartphones	–	but	only	Xperia	devices.One	of	the	big	headlines	of	IFA	2014	was	the	news	that	the	new	Sony	Xperia	Z3	range	would	allow	you	to	remotely	play	your	PS4	games.However,	it	was	limited	to	just	the	Sony	Xperia	Z3,	Xperia	Z3	Compact
and	Xperia	Z3	Tablet	Compact.Pierre	Perron,	Sony	Mobile	president	for	North	West	Europe,	told	TechRadar	that	while	there	was	no	chance	of	the	service	coming	to	other	phone	brands,	unlike	the	now-retired	PlayStation	Mobile	app	that	was	available	on	most	Android	phones.When	quizzed	on	plans	to	roll	the	Remote	Play	service	out	further,	Perron
was	unequivocal	about	the	fact	it	would	stay	in	the	Sony	family:"It	is	important	to	highlight	that	this	functionality	will	be	exclusive	on	Xperia,	and	there	is	no	intention	to	roll	out	this	on	any	other	competitor	device,"	he	said.Golden	oldiesHowever,	when	asked	about	whether	older	Sony	phones	could	also	see	the	compatibility,	he	confirmed	that	while	it
was	possible	technically,	the	brand	hadn't	decided	whether	it	would	bring	it	to	phones	such	as	the	Xperia	Z2:"Today	we	cannot	answer	whether	we	will	be	[allowing	older	Sony	phones	to	have	PS4	remote	play	capabilities];	the	Z3	series	will	be	the	only	series	compatible	with	the	remote	play,	and	then	we	will	see	in	the	next	six	months."There	is	no
reason	technically	[why	we	don't	do	it],	the	only	limit	we	would	have	is	the	processing	power	of	the	smartphone.	So	depending	on	that,	there	is	no	reason	why	at	a	certain	point	we	wouldn't	bring	the	functionality	as	we	did	on	other	Sony	features."But	for	the	time	being	we	are	committed	to	bringing	this	out	on	the	Z3	series."Given	the	Sony	Xperia	Z2
has	a	largely	similar	internal	architecture	to	the	Z3,	there	should	be	no	reason	why	it	couldn't	support	Remote	Play	as	well	–	here's	hoping	in	six	months	time,	probably	when	Sony	launches	the	Z4,	we	see	the	Z2	shown	some	love	as	well.Click	here	to	find	out	more	about	the	Sony	Xperia	Z4	There	is	no	better	feeling	than	being	able	to	game	on	the	go,
and	the	PlayStation	4	allows	us	to	do	just	this.	Although	the	PlayStation	Vita	and	PSP	have	been	discontinued,	PlayStation	users	are	still	able	to	take	their	gaming	on	the	go	by	connecting	a	smartphone	to	their	PlayStation.	By	simply	downloading	the	PlayStation	mobile	app	and	having	Wi-Fi	connection,	we	are	able	to	take	our	PlayStation	everywhere
we	go.	Download	the	app	and	follow	these	instructions	to	be	able	to	take	your	favorite	PlayStation	games	everywhere	with	you.	Further	reading	How	to	connect	your	phone	to	a	PS4	using	the	PlayStation	mobile	appThe	PlayStation	mobile	app	allows	you	to	browse	PlayStation	profiles,	compare	trophies,	and	purchase	content	from	within	the	app.	It
will	then	automatically	download	to	your	console	as	long	as	it’s	active	or	in	standby	mode.	The	app	lacks	some	functionality	such	as	messaging,	which	has	been	moved	to	a	standalone	app,	but	it	remains	a	worthwhile	companion	for	PS4	owners.	If	you	need	to	message	a	friend	on	PlayStation	Network	(PSN)	or	check	your	PlayStation	account	from	your
phone,	you	can	also	use	Sony’s	new	My	PlayStation	social	portal	in	your	web	browser.	Either	way,	we’ll	take	you	through	the	process	of	connecting	your	phone	to	a	PS4,	step	by	step.	Step	1:	Download	the	PlayStation	app.	Before	downloading	the	PlayStation	application	for	iOS	or	Android,	you’ll	want	to	update	your	smartphone	or	tablet	to	the	latest
version	of	the	operating	system.	Step	2:	For	iOS	users,	you’ll	want	at	least	version	7.0,	while	Android	users	will	need	version	4.0	at	the	very	least.	Step	3:	Once	updated,	head	over	to	either	iTunes	or	Google	Play	and	enter	“PlayStation”	in	the	search	field	to	locate	the	app.	Step	4:	Tap	the	Install	button	to	begin	downloading	the	app	to	your	smartphone
or	tablet	as	you	would	normally,	and	launch	it	once	installed.	Step	5:	You’ll	be	prompted	to	sign	in	to	your	PSN	account,	which	you’ll	need	to	do.	After	signing	in,	you’ll	have	access	to	most	of	the	app’s	features,	including	events,	live	streams,	and	the	PlayStation	Store.	Sync	your	smartphone	or	tablet	with	your	PS4Previously	available	in	the	same	app,
the	Second	Screen	experience	is	now	only	accessible	via	a	separate	app.	Step	1:	Head	to	the	app	store	on	your	mobile	device	and	search	for	PS4	Second	Screen.	You	can	also	find	a	link	to	your	respective	app	store	by	hitting	the	PlayStation	symbol	at	the	bottom	of	the	page	and	selecting	Second	Screen.	Step	2:	Open	the	app	and	you’ll	automatically	be
signed	in	under	the	same	account	as	the	main	PlayStation	app,	and	you’ll	see	any	available	PS4	systems	that	are	ready	to	use.	Use	the	appWith	your	smartphone	or	tablet	now	synced	to	your	PS4,	you	have	access	to	a	wide	range	of	features.	The	biggest	difference	you’ll	notice	once	your	phone	and	console	are	linked?	Several	PS4	games,	such	as	Metal
Gear	Solid	V	and	Watch	Dogs,	feature	companion	functionality	you	can	use	while	gaming.	The	Battlefield	4	app,	for	instance,	provides	access	to	your	PSN	friends	and	your	multiplayer	stats	and	even	lets	you	customize	your	weapons	and	character	loadouts	on	your	mobile	device.	The	PlayStation	App	did	once	provide	access	to	a	messaging	service,	but
communicating	with	friends	and	enemies	has	been	relocated	to	the	PlayStation	Messages	app,	which	is	also	free	and	available	on	both	Android	and	iOS.	Using	My	PlayStationIf	you	don’t	want	to	use	a	dedicated	app	to	control	your	PlayStation	friends	list	and	a	second	app	to	message	your	friends,	Sony	also	gives	you	access	to	your	PSN	profile	through
its	My	PlayStation	service	in	your	phone’s	web	browser.	Introduced	in	February	2018,	My	PlayStation	lets	you	message	friends,	view	trophies,	and	update	your	profile	on	the	go.	It	does	not,	however,	allow	you	to	connect	directly	with	your	console	as	the	dedicated	app	does.	Step	1:	To	use	it,	head	to	my.playstation.com	and	sign	in	with	your
PlayStation	Network	account.	You	can	also	find	it	by	visiting	the	PlayStation	homepage	and	signing	in	—	the	My	PlayStation	tile	will	be	in	the	top-right	corner.	Step	2:	Once	you’ve	signed	in,	you	can	view	your	friends	list,	trophies,	and	profile	by	clicking	on	the	drop-down	menu	at	the	top	of	the	screen.	Step	3:	To	message	individual	friends,	go	to	their
profile	and	select	the	Send	Message	option.	Using	PS4	Remote	PlayYou	can	easily	control	your	PS4	using	Remote	Play	on	your	phone.	Step	1:	First,	make	sure	your	PS4	is	powered	on.	Step	2:	On	your	phone,	go	to	the	store	and	download	the	app.	Step	3:	Your	PS4	will	appear	on	a	list	in	the	app	once	you	open	it	and	log	in	to	your	PlayStation	Network
account.	Choose	your	PS4	to	connect.	You’ll	need	to	enter	a	code	manually	if	the	app	doesn’t	automatically	locate	your	PS4.	Step	4:	You	can	easily	connect	your	smartphone	to	your	gaming	system	and	use	it	for	convenient	gameplay.	To	get	the	ball	rolling,	all	you	need	to	do	is	log	into	the	Remote	Play	app	and	choose	your	PS4.	Step	5:	After	the	two
devices	have	paired,	you	can	take	advantage	of	the	virtual	buttons	feature	to	modify	your	phone	into	a	controller.	This	playing	method	won’t	work	all	the	time.	Playstation	reminds	users	that	a	wide	range	of	games	does	not	support	Remote	Play	currently,	including	games	with	restrictions	on	video	content.	You	should	also	know	that	the	Remote	Play
app	won’t	work	if	you’re	also	broadcasting,	using	Share	Play,	or	streaming	a	movie	or	other	forms	of	entertainment	on	a	Blu-ray	or	DVD.	On	top	of	that,	you	also	won’t	be	able	to	stream	music	on	Spotify	while	you’re	logged	into	Remote	Play.	A	win	for	any	smartphone	user	operating	with	iOS	13—	you	can	pair	your	phone	to	your	DualShock	4
controller	through	Bluetooth.	This	option	is	useful	for	any	games	supported	by	Remote	Play	as	well	as	mobile	games	that	are	compatible	with	this	controller.	Editors'	Recommendations
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